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ANANDWAN

A Brief Note on Our Organisation  

Our organization, Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Warora (MSS) 
was founded by development worker and peace activist 
late óBaba Amteô, fondly remembered as Baba, way back 
in 1949. The organization had a very humble beginning 
wherein Baba with mere fourteen rupees in his pocket but 
with visionary determination. He, accompanied by his wife  
Smt. Sadhana Tai and a few leprosy patients set about 
carving a home for the socially deprived and stigmatized 
lepers on a barren piece of land which was aptly named 
óôAnandwanôô (Forest of Bliss). 
 
We are proud to inform you that in June 2011, our 
organization has crossed the beneficiary mark of 2.3 
million marginalized people like the leprosy afflicted, 
people with disabilities and tribal populace through 
constructive programs. This was only possible because of 
the valuable contributions received by benevolent 
contributors who supported us through various means. 
 
Due to the qualitative enhancement in the lives of leprosy 
afflicted people with disabilities, MSS has been 
increasingly getting recognized internationally as an apex 
referral center for leprosy rehabilitation. This is evident with 
the fact that MSS received over one new leprosy patient 
each day from various parts of the world.  
 
Apart from providing care to leprosy patients, MSS now 
arranges various medical and surgical camps which 
benefit over 20,000 poor people from surrounding tribal 
areas. Through its land and watershed development 
programs, MSS has been strikingly successful in 
enhancing the income levels of over 100 tribal farmer 
families on the brink of disaster in Yavatmal. Additionally, 
through its vocational training programs, MSS continues to 
train people with different disabilities and unemployed 
youth in Naxalite infested areas for generating better 
livelihood.  
 
This year, Anandwan dairy project has been able to 
generate 700 liters of milk every day with annual revenue 
over 35 lakhs because of the relentless efforts of our 
leprosy patients for last two years. Now it is being looked 
at as one of the most promising social businesses in the 
district. 
 
It is a matter of pride that the non-exploitative, non-
bureaucratic management system of MSS is being studied 
by various apex educational institutes that include civil 
services, IIMs, IITs, social science institutes, 
environmental science and agricultural institutes from all 
over the world. 
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This year, the reconstructive surgery camp was 

organised from 6
th
 to 10

th
 November, at Shirdi Sai Baba 

Hospital at Anandwan. The camp was managed by 

Dr.Vijay Pole, senior leprologist who has dedicated his 

life for the service of poor patients at Anandwan. A total 

of 100 patients were examined and surgeries were 

performed on 61 patients. These being specialized 

surgeries, cost at least Rs. 25,000/- to a few Lakhs per 

surgery in private hospitals. 

 

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY CAMP ðAnandwan  (2011) 
 

From 1999, Dr. Ashwin Pawade from Nagpur, now 

settled in U.K. as Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon, organizes this 

Reconstructive Surgery Camp at Anandwan with the help 

of his wife Dr. Vivian (Senior Hand Surgeon) and Dr. Andy 

Batchelor (Consultant Plastic Surgeon), Dr. Deepak 

Tempe, (Director, Professor and Head of Department, 

G.B.Pant hospital , Delhi) , Operation Theatre Nurse Mrs. 

Heather Bradbury and other skilled assistants. The patient 

follow up is organized by Maryl Glover and Kate Beresford, 

two of the most eminent Physiotherapists and Occupational 

Therapists from UK .   

All of them deserve special acclaim for their efforts 

to make this camp a grand success. 

 

 

In Leprosy, patients develop clawing deformity 

of fingers which is produced by imbalance of the 

intrinsic & extrinsic muscles. This results in wasting of 

muscles, failure of abduction of the fingers causing 

inability to separate fingers against resistance, inability 

to securely hold a piece of paper between the fingers, 

inability to be able to hold a book between index finger 

and thumb. This severely compromises the activities of 

a patient and puts him /her in a disadvantageous 

position on work front. In India, there are extremely few 

hospitals which offer specialized claw correction 

surgeries.  

A cleft lip and cleft palate can affect the 

appearance of the face making face badly deformed, 

leads to problems with feeding and speech in child 

resulting in malnutrition, and also often leads to ear 

infections which can be dangerous. These are 

congenital defects and can only be corrected by plastic 

surgeons specialized in reconstructive surgery. 

This year, three major types of burn related 

scars, i.e. hypertrophic scars, Contractures and Keloids 

were treated at our hospital. Out of these a contracture 

scar is a permanent tightening of skin that may affect 

the underlying muscles and tendons that limit mobility 

and possible damage or degeneration of the nerves. 

Affected persons often face problems like social 

stigma, unemployment, marital issues like divorce and 

sympathy.  
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